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by Martha Frances Brown

DeKalbites driving toward At-
lanta on Briarcliff Road last
week did a double take when
they saw, high on a hill just
beyond Clifton Road, an enor-
mous frame house which had

- never been there before.

Or at leastmostpeople thought
it hadn’t been there. Actually
the old structure was built
nearly 75 years ago. It has
been hidden, however by aheavy
forest of trees. Thousands of
cars had passed at the Dase
of the hill and never suspected
that at its crest was situated
what may have been the lar-
gest house in DeKalb County.

The big old frame structure
of 27 rooms became visible
when the owners, Shepherd Con-
struction Company, began cuttw
ing down trees and shrubs
around it. Mryr., Clyde Shep-
herd this week told some of the
history of the house which was
tuilt when his mother was a
very small child. She thinks
she vaguely remembers the
cutting of trees at the top of
the hill for the siftuation of
the house,

The house, a rambling old
thing which looks more like
2 summer hotel than a pri-
vate residence, was built by
the Iate Ira Sage of Atlanta
for z summer home. He and
his family Yived on Peachiree
Street in Atlanta during the win-
iers, but when summer came
they moved to DeKalb County

ong family.

Mr. Hoch’'s pride was the fine
piece of land on whichthe house
stood. The big porch, andfront
of the house, actually over=-
looked the creelkand mill below,
Then came the day when Briar-
cliff Road, merely a little trail
at the back of his land, was
o be widened by the State Highe
way Depariment.

Shepherd Construction Com-
pany had the contract for the
widening. But whenthey reach-

ed the Hoch property, the con=-

struction workers ran intopro-
blems. The owner refused to
allow them to come on his
land. Heevenstoppedthem with
a gun as they tried to go ahead
with the widening of the road.
Scott Candier was Commis-
sioner 2t that time, and he
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went over and ialked to Mr.
Hoch and the matter was setlled.
Briarcliff Road was widened
and cut through Mr. Hoch’s pro=-
perty, but he always felt it
ruined his land. Entry to the
house was cut from Briarcliff,
while the house faced down on
Clifton.

The house had beautiful sh-
rubbery, Mr, Clyde Shepherd
remembered this week. The
crepe myrtle trees were so
old the trunks were as big as
a man’s waist, There was a
swimming pool with water
pumped up from the creek and
the tremendous rotunda porch
at the side of the house was
screened and a favorite rocking
place for visitors.

Shepherd Construction Com-
shopping cen~

Thursday,

ter there which witl be called
‘““Sape Hill.”

Tt really was too bad fo tear
the old place down,’’ Mr. Shep-
herd said, “but it was not a
fine house and was in bad re-
pair. It didn’t have the beauti-
ful mill work of many places
built in that era. It was built
a5 a summer home.

About the onty thing which the
company was able to salvage
were the 20 or meore pillars
which went around the porch
at the side of the house.

?

- The columns were of solid
wood, a2s were the caps, not
like columns of todzy, which
are hollow. A few mantels
were saved, some iimbers,
banisters and newell posis, but
mostly the old house will go up
in flames because the timber
which went into it was not es-
pecially fine.

Mr. Candler, in talking about
the place rememberedone more
story.

fManry Mable, who used tobe
the fire chief here, was up
there surveying and went in a
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cave and found a Cherokee
Indian tomahkawk, The wezpon
is made of red granite and the

stone is tied to the handle with
rawhide which is as good foday
as when it was made, Even
the stiches seem strong and
secure,’”

The stone is red granite, Mr.
Candler says while thers is
some red praniteat Stone Moun-
tain it is not like this wea=-
pon, and he believes the In-
dians made it far away. 7The
relic was given o Mr, Cand-
ler by Mr. Mable, and the for-
mer Commissioner keeps it in
the safe of the Maud Burrus
Library. He is chairman of
the DeXalb County Library
Board. i

Smoke was risihg over Sage
Hill this week, as it did Iong
ago from Indian fires. Buf now
it is thé shrubbery and brush
and a tremendous old house that
are bhurning. Socn the hill will
be lowered and a2 shopping cen-
ter built there, and a1l evider ce
of early life in DeKalb wall
disappear.
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around it,
herd this week told some of the

history of the house which was -

puilt when his mother was a’

very small child, She thinks

she vagtiely remembers the

.euiting of trees at the top of

the - hill for the situation of

the house,

The house, a rambling old
thing which looks more like
a ‘summer hotel than a . pri=-
vate residence, was built by
the . late Ira Sage of Atlania
for a summer home, He and
his family lived on Peachiree
Street in Atlanta during the win-
ters, but when summer came
they moved to DeKalb County
and the country, Downbelow,
where Wesley Woods Apari-
ments now stands, a creek
meandered and Watson's mill
was located,

Scott Candler, former DeKilb
County Commissioner of Roads
and - Revenues and a DeKalb
native, remembers the house
then,

fiyWe always went to Watson's
Mill for our picnics,’ Mr, Can-
dler . relates. = “That was a
favorite gathering place for the
While we were
enjoying our. simple pleasure

- along the creek, ‘the ‘Atlanta

folks ‘were froliclng up on the

" hill ‘and looking down at us.’’

The Sages spentlang‘summers '

:up:. on: the hlll en_]oymg the

‘dhma n splay.

“The Sages grew older the Eh=

' g'ineex"and ‘his wife found the

+ Hoch, Mr.

keeping of two homes burden-
some. They gave up the
Peachiree Street house, how=
ever, and moved into the Kim=
ball House in winter, In sum-
mer they kept returning to their
hilltep home and the house was
still ‘known for wonderful part=
jes, Atlantans loved to drive
out from town to spend the week-

and in the country with the .

Sages. '

When finally the country place
did get to be too great a res-
ponsibility for Mr. and Mrs.
Sage it was sold to Godfrey
Hoch and his wife
put in five bathreoms some of
them modernizing older rooms
which were in the house at its
eonstruction.

Living with the Hochs were
their children, sisters and bro-
thers,

apartment in the house,as were
the relatives, Fach had his own
alectric meter, and the old
home realty became an apartis
ment house even though its re«

oldmnie wara all mamhare af

trees and shrubs -
Mr. Clyde Shep- -

As the children grew:
up, each was glven his own.
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Rotunda porch of old house was once surrourided with columns
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by Martha Frances Brown
DeKalbites driving toward At
lanta on Briarcliff Road last
week did a double take when
they saw, high on 2 hill just
beyond Clifton Road, an enore
mous frame ‘house which had
never been there before,

Or at least most people thought
it hadn’t been there. Actually
the old structure was built
nearly 75 years ago. It has
been hidden, however by a heavy
forest of trees, Thousands of
cars had passed at the base
of the hill and never suspected
that at its crest was situated
what may have been the lara
gest house in DeKalb County,

The big old frame structure
of 27 rooms became visible
when the owners, Shepherd Con-
struction Company, began ¢uit=-
ing down trees and shrubs
around it, Mr. Clyde Shep-
“herd this week told some of the
history of the house which was.
built when bhis mother was a
very small child, She thinks
she vaguely remembers the
cutting of trees at the top of
the "hill for the situation of
the house.

The house, a rambling old
thing which looks more tike
a summer hotel than a2 pri-
vate residence, was built by
the Ilate Ira Sage of Atlanta
for a summer home. He and
his family lived on Peachtree
Street in Atlanta during the win-
ters, but when summer came
they moved to DeKalh County
and the country. Down below,
where Wesley Woods Apart=-
ments now stands, a creek.
meandered and Watson’s mijll
was located,

Scott Candler, former DeKalb
County Commissioner of Roads
and Revenues and a DeKalb
native, remembers the house.
then.

“We always went to Walson’s
Miil for our pienics,” Mr. Can=
dler relaies. ““That wag a
favorite gathering place for the
‘young people, While we were
enjoying our simple pieasure
along - the creek, the Atlanta

folks were frolicing up on the =

kill and locking down at usg,”
The Sagss crant 1N ST mere

one family. )

Mr. Hoch’s pride was the fine
piece of land on whichihe house
stood. The big porch, and front
of the house, actually over=
tooked the. creek and mill below.
Then came the day when Briar-
clif? Road, merely a little traif
at the back of his land, was
to be widened by the State High=-
way Depariment.

Shepherd - Construction Come
pany had the contract for the

" widening. But whentheyreach=

ed the Hoch property, the cone«
struction workers ran intopro=-
blems., The owner refused to

allow them to come on his
l1and. Heevenstoppedthem with
.a gun as they tried to go ahead
with the widening of the road.

Scott Candler was Commis-
.sicner at that time, and he

went over and talked to Mr.
Hoch and the matter was settled.

‘Briarcliff Road was widened

and cut through Mr, Hoch’s pro=
perty, but he always feit it
ruined his land. Entry to the
house was cut from Briarcliff,
while the house faced down on
Clifton. )

The house had beautiful sh=
rubbery, Mr, Ciyde Shepherd
remembered this week. The
crepe myrtle trees were so0
old the trunks were as big as
a man’s waist. There was a
swimming pool with water
pumped up from the creek and
the tremendous rotunda porch
at the side of the house was
sereened and a favorite rocking
place for visitors.

Shepherd Construction Com-

pany will build a shopping cen-
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ter there which. will be called,
¢Sage Hili,?

“It really was too bad to tear
the old place down,”’ Mr, Shep=

“herd said, ““but it was not a

fine house and was in bad re-
pair, It dida’t have the beauti-
ful mill work of many places
built in that era. It was built
48 4 sumimer home.

About the only thing which the
company was able to salvage
were ‘the 20 or more pillars
which went around the poych
at the side of the house.

- The columns were of solid
wood, as were the caps, not
like columns of today, which
are hollow, A few mantels
were saved, some timbers,
banisters and newell posts, but
mostly the old house will go up
in flames because the timber
which went into it was not es=
pecially.fine.

Mr. Candler, in talking about
the place remembered one more
story,

FMaury Mable, who used tobe
the ' fire chief here, was up
there surveying and went in a
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cave and found a. Cherokee
Indizn tomahawk, The weapon
is made.of red granite and the

stone is tied to the handle with
rawhide which is as good today
as when it was made, Even
the stiches seem strong and
secure,’’ 3

The sione is red granite, Mr.

Candler says while there is
some redgraniteat Stone Moun-
taln it is not like this welw
por, and he believes the In=-
dians made it far away. The
relic wag given to Mr. Cand-
ler by Mr, Mable, and the for=
mer Commissioner keeps it in
the safe of the Maud Burrus
Library. He is chzirman of
the DeKalb County Library
Board. :

Smoke was rising over Sage
JHill this week, as it did long
ago from Indian fires. But now
it is the shrubbery and brush
and a tremendous old house that
are burning. Soon the hill will
be Iowered and a shopping cen=
ter built there, and all evider ce
“of -early life in DeKalb waill
disappear.
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