o _é?/i‘t;" 7.;,:.:._-'_:-_

THE DE‘KALB NEWS!S‘{JN

T &,

A “m1cro hrewmg company'has-::. o
its sighta. set on’a new.home at'

north DeKalb. - N
Dow Scoggms premden_ of
Fnends Brewmg Co says the o

sq. fi. of the ceriter from a C
c-2- category m the nex
Weeks ' :

were restncted to. M2 (hea
dustrial) districts. /7o

Frienids makes; Helenboch -beer
It started operatmns in north Geor_
gia - several. years: Ago; ’I‘he micro
brewery . is now based m Umon_-
City. ' b

The company hopes to be'operat- BEs
© ing m DeKalb by early next year" i
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Bigger and Better

P

-face lift. {Staff Photos — Billy Downs)

Northeast Plaza (below) and Briarcliff Village (right} afe
only two of several local shopping centers ==nm£m.=u# a

High cost of new construction sparks
wave.of shopping center renovations
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. By Chuck Bell
. Staff Writer o

Anyone who takes a casual drive around DeKalb

,Q%Q,.;mmmmmwmomu_;m_u noticing all the commiotion
at some of the alder shopping centers. - T

Buildings are surrounded by scaffolding, wm.,m::um"

workmen are tearing off old facades and putting up
Rew ones, Parking lots are being re-striped and old
lighting fixtures replaced. - .
Amang the shopping centers receiving a face Hft
. are Northeast Plaza, Briarcliff Village, North DeKalh
Mall, Toco Hills Shopping Center, Avondaie Mall {for-
merty Columbia Mall) and Embry Hills Shopping Cen-
ter. Most of them are strip centers rather {han enclosed
malls, and nearly all are more than 20 years old

The most extensive changes are faking place at’

Northeast Plaza and Avondale Mall. ,

-: Northeast Plaza is being renovated and expanded in
a joint' venture between Western Development Southeast
and David Barnhart and Associates, In addition to a
complete facelift, the mail will grow to 290,000 square
feet, adding 52 tenants, and a possible future expansion

SzawoomﬁHoammas:,mmumm space to 400,000 square
feet, o

“Avondale Mall, where much of the new Chuck Neor-
ris movie “Invasion; USA” was filmed, was completely
gutted and rebuilt in a' new configuration that allows
room for more small shops. . ,

“1 don't think there's a single nail or wire or piece .

of tile 'that was here before,” said Monica Warner, di-
wrector of markeling and adveriising for Scott Hudgens
“Co, which owns the mall. “When Chuck Norris was
making the movié we told him he could destroy any-
thing he wanted to because it was all going to be re-
placed anyway.”

The shopping .center renovations going on in DeKalb
County reflect a nationwide trend, All over the cauntry,
real estate developers are finding limited opportunities
‘i the construction of large regional malls, ang they are
turning toward smaller strip centers: : o

B Toco Hills: n%%m:n:. 16 cost $2 m fion, zms._m%am. __.J__mimﬂ %m:omw

bara Shatterly,” who handles marketing for Intersouth

n

|

-] zo:.i,-..... Pleza: Renovation to cost in-excess of $1 million {no! ingiud-

ing- expansion}. New tacads, expanding to {otal of 290,000 square fget, 52
shops adde ' .

au-_-uno_m___sﬁmwu!mm:o,,m__ca.“onozwms__ on. New facade, rearrange-
ment of shop entrances, two new anchor sloras. C

@ Avondele Mall: Renovation 1o cost $4 milion. New nama, cemplete in-
ternal rearrangement, new lood-servige area, new anchor stores.

" "It's become a very Evamn thing to do for-a num-
ber of reasons,” said Billy Bowman, president of Inter-
south Inec., which manages Toto Hills Shopping Center.

One of the reasons,. not SEIHFEINEIYIS T oney, "By

doing renovations, they can get higher rents,” said Bar-

1

Tenants at the older malls were paying rent far be-
low the current market rate, At Toco- Hills, for exam-
ple, Bowman said tenants had been paying rent that av-
eraged §3 per square foot in an area where other

_shopping centers were charging rents of $12-$14 per

square foot, He said the renovated Toco Hills center
now will be able to charge a higher rent.
Tom Thompson, a leasing agent for the Oxford

‘Group, which is overseeing the renovation of -Briarcliff - -

Village, .said rent at that center will average $18 per
square. foot when the renovation s completed. _

In some cases, the higher. rent forces older tenants
to move out. But new businesses usually are willing to
fill the vacated space, . B

At Briarcliff Village, Ace Hardware and Cloth
World are departing. They will be replaced by T.J.
Maxx — which is taking 26,000 square feet in the ven-
ter — and Upton’s, a new department store chain which
will oceupy a 50,000-square-foot space,

Thompson is optimistic about the outcome of the -
changes-at Briarcliff Village. “We came in and took the
plaza ‘over about a year ago,” he said. “The center is

~about 20 years.ojd and it badly needed renovation. The

design didn't make, any sense: with the “fronts’ of the re.

tail stores facing into the;inner part of the:mall.”
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