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Doraville

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Doraville was incorporated in 1871. By 1900 there were 114 people with 25 families and 23 dwellings in the City.



Camp Gordon

Presenter
Presentation Notes
During WWI, Doraville felt the affects of nearby Camp Gordon and New Peachtree Road was paved in 1926 due to the increased traffic. Buford Hwy was paved later in 1936.



Scott Candler, Sr.

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Doraville, like other rural towns, was struggling to survive in the 1930s until Commissioner Scott Candler proposed a $1 million dollar County water treatment plant in Doraville. plant was built in 1942 and attracted $750 million dollars in industrial development by 1949Scott Candler was a central figure in DeKalb’s growth from the 1940s-50s. As the sole commissioner of revenues and roads from 1939 to 1954, Scott Candler brought services into the county that had previously only been available in larger cities. Thanks to Candler, County residents had a water and sewer system, sanitation services, fire and police protection, roads, and a new county airport. The population of DeKalb Doubled during his tenure and many subdivisions, schools, and shopping centers were built.



General Motors

Presenter
Presentation Notes
General Motors chose Doraville as the site of its new plant partly because of Doraville’s water treatment plant. Doraville had a 30 inch water main while other towns only had a 12 inch main.  The Plant was built in 1947.



Peachtree Industrial

Presenter
Presentation Notes
GM needed a highway to transport their vehicles. In a state and federal partnership Peachtree Industrial was created in 1947 to serve this need.



Northwoods

• 11 miles from Atlanta

• 250 acres

• 700 homes

Presenter
Presentation Notes
By 1949, Doraville was ready for new residential development with its new infrastructure, municipal services, and employment opportunities. Northwoods was the perfect option for young families looking to take advantage of all that DeKalb had to offer.  It was only 11 miles from Atlanta and convenient via Buford Hwy. The community was developed from 1950-1959 and consisted of 250 acres and 700 homes.



• Planned community

• Parks

• School

• Professional Building

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Northwoods differed from similar developments because it was more than a neighborhood. It was a complete community with a school, parks, professional building…



Church

Presenter
Presentation Notes
…church (this is a rendering of Northwoods Methodist and only part of the building was constructed according to this plan)



Shopping Center

Presenter
Presentation Notes
… and a shopping center



Presenter
Presentation Notes
Northwoods was developed by Walter Tally who was a large Atlanta area developer. Tally later developed the Northcrest subdivision with similar contemporary influence in the architecture. Other well known projects of Tally’s include Sexton Woods, Brookvalley, and Brittany.Under the 1934 National Housing Act, Congress established the Federal Housing Administration (FHA.) With FHA backed loans, potential buyers could borrow 90% of the appraised value of the home, with the obligation to make only a 10% down payment. With the length of the loan extended, buyers now had 25 to 30 year mortgages, which substantially lowered down payments



• Developed from 
1950 – 1959

• Began with 
Shallowford
between Buford 
Hwy and Addison 
Drive 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Northwoods was developed from 1950-1958 with the Shallowford between Buford Hwy and Addison Drive



Traditional Ranch Homes

Presenter
Presentation Notes
The first homes to be built by Tally were conventional ranch homes with hipped roofs that most likely came from a plan book or were purchased from a publication like Home Builder’s Plan Service. These homes occupy the southwestern portion of Northwoods.



Contemporary Homes

Presenter
Presentation Notes
As the sale of the more traditional style ranch homes began to slow, Tally brought in young Architects Mastin and Summer to design more contemporary style homes. . This was the first time Tally had worked with architects and he felt contemporary design was a sensible way to build and bring costs down. He saved the buyers money by eliminating the attic space and with simple roof designs.



Six Floor 
Plans

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Of the contemporary models, there were six floor plans available. Each lot had its own septic tank and this left just enough space for the home and a garage that could accommodate one car. According to Ernest Mastin, the lots were not large enough for a separate garage so they incorporated the garage into the home. The homes had just one bathroom and were not equipped with air conditioning.



Presenter
Presentation Notes
Open floor plans were something that Mastin and Summers felt were an essential in the design of these new, contemporary homes. The kitchens were now an integral part of the home had the newest amenities such as dishwashers and disposals. There was less emphasis on formal entertaining and it was now considered ok for the family to eat in the kitchen



Presenter
Presentation Notes
The split-level homes were designed to accommodate the slopping lots which were a part of the area’s natural topography and to provide additional space.



Presenter
Presentation Notes
The architects incorporated the outdoors with outdoor patios and barbecues



Presenter
Presentation Notes
Because the houses had flat roofs, there was no attic and no duct work, so a system of radiant heat from the floor heated the homes.



AJC 1955

• A

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Jalousie and sliding glass windows, another modern element, were used to create air flow since there was no central ac. 



Presenter
Presentation Notes
The architect’s designs included wood burning fireplaces, a feature that was usually not included in homes in the Northwoods price range. Mastin and Summer also used floor – to – ceiling windows in their designs to emphasize views and the outdoors.



Presenter
Presentation Notes
Tally appealed to potential home owners because he allowed them to choose the lots they wanted and to customize their homes. They could make appointments with the architects to talk about the design of their homes, and this made them feel as if they were getting a custom home at a bargain price. The homes were placed according to the  slope of the lot and some details could be customized for the buyer within reason.



Sample of Occupations
1962

• Sales manager
• Analyst ‐ Chevy Motors
• Assistant  to Vice President ‐ Southern Bakeries
• Office Manager ‐ Southern States Chemistry
• Commercial Photographer ‐ Rich’s
• Manager ‐ Skyland Gulf Service
• Engingeer
• Salesman 
• Forman – General Motors

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Northwoods was built with young families in mind. Among the early residents were architects (Mastin and Summer both bought homes in the neighborhood) and engineers and employees of Lockheed, General Motors, and Delta.



Northwoods Plaza

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Northwoods Plaza fulfilled the community’s needs with a Big Apple Super Market…



Northwoods Plaza

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Service station…



Northwoods Plaza

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Flower shop…



Northwoods Plaza
1957

Northwoods Appliances and Furniture
Northwoods Fabric Center & Dry goods

Jumping Jack Toys
Pandora Shop Women’s Clothing

Northwoods 5 & 10
Henerson’s Hardware Store

Clark’s 
Northwoods Beauty Salon
Northwoods Barber Shop
Williams Rexall Rrugs
Green Circ Stores
Lively Texaco

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Along with furniture and toy stores, a beauty salon, barber shop, and drug store among others.



Comments?
Questions?
Suggestions?

Contact us!
dhs@dekalbhistory.org

404‐373‐1088

mailto:dhs@dekalbhistory.org
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